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Introduction  
 
On October 12, 2019 Atatiana Jefferson was murdered in her home after a police officer fired a shot through 
her window. The officer was performing a wellness check after Atatiana’s neighbor called a non-emergency 
police line when noticing the door to her house was ajar early in the morning. Unfortunately, this is not an 
isolated story of violence inflicted on Black women by the police. State violence against Black women has 
been deeply rooted and recorded throughout history dating back to slavery in the United States.  Black 
women are unlawfully arrested, assaulted, raped and injured, and in the most severe cases killed by the 
police.  
 
Black women and girls are often rendered invisible when stories of police violence are shared. Over the 
past several years Black Lives Matter (BLM), a global activist network, organized local chapters to bring 
about national awareness to Black men being murdered at the hands of police officers. Mike Brown, 
Philando Castile, Eric Garner, and Freddie Gray, and Tamir Rice are names of which most households are 
familiar.  However, names such as Atatiana Jefferson, Sandra Bland, Kayla Moore, Korryn Gaines, Eleanor 
Bumpurs, Natasha Mckenna, Rekia Boyd, India Kager, Mya Hall, and Shelly Frey are in most cases only 
familiar within the communities where the incidences happened. Black women have been brutally murdered 
by the police while in police custody, in the midst of a mental breakdown, driving while Black (DWB), 
during wellness checks, and ironically, while seeking help from those hired to help and protect them in 
domestic disputes and crises.  
 
Kimberle Crenshaw, legal scholar and co-founder of the African American Policy Forum (AAPF) created 
Say Her Name to bring national attention to Black women’s experiences of police violence in an effort to 
support a gender inclusive approach to racial justice that centers all Black lives equally.  Say Her Name 
shed light on the stories of Black women who were murdered by the police. The names of Black women 
are not recognized due to the lack of awareness.  There is no public outcry, no protest, no community 
support for activism and minimal media coverage even locally where these incidences take place.  
 
Delta Sigma Theta Position 
 
The United Nations defines violence against women as, “any act of gender-based violence that results in, 
or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of 
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.” Black 
women's experiences with violence are heightened due to entrenched racism and sexism within the criminal 
justice system. 
 
In this paper we chose to focus on police violence against Black women due to the lack of media coverage 
and awareness of Black women’s violent experiences with law enforcement officers. Black women are 
often found at the intersection of gender and race-based violence which leads to them being excluded and 
glossed over in the research and dialogue around police violence. It is our position to intentionally bring 
awareness to police violence against Black women; in an effort to be a voice to the overwhelming number 
of traumatic experiences. 
 
 
 



Data on Black Women and Police Violence  
 
Although Black women comprise about 13 percent of women in the United States, Black women were 
about one in four (22.6 percent) women killed by the police in 2015 (Swaine, Laughl, and Lartey, 2015). 
Crenshaw (2019) notes that while more Black men are killed than Black women, it is important to recognize 
that Black women make up less than 10 percent of the population and 33 percent of all women killed by 
the police. Unarmed Black women were killed at a higher rate than all other race-gender groups. In many 
of these incidences police officers were not disciplined for their malicious acts (Crenshaw and Ritchie, 
2015).   
 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated - Call to Action 
 
“The measure of any society is how it treats women and girls” (Obama, 2016). Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
(DST), Inc. condemns brutal, violent treatment, and the unnecessary deadly force against Black women by 
law enforcement agencies and police departments.  We take the position that Black women deserve to be 
protected. However, when Black women reach out to the State for protection, they are often susceptible to 
more violence.  
 
To address these issues, it is vital that racist and sexist policies that exist within public institutions are 
dismantled.  All Police officers, serving any community, are hired and sworn into their position to protect 
its citizens. Therefore, they must be held accountable for their negligent and irresponsible actions that result 
in the vicious and violent murders committed against black women.  There must be “truth to power” 
practiced and respected throughout our judicial systems. even if it means more than just a suspension 
without pay, they must also be found guilty in a court of law and sentenced just.  
 

1. DST would like to make a request to Congress to provide funding for projects and initiatives such 
as Say Her Name. Such initiatives help to build local and national awareness through research., 
Such projects and campaigns, work to eliminate white police violence against Black women.  

 
2. DST is aware of and support Senate Bill (SB)1849, which is also known as the Sandra Bland 

Act.  This Bill primarily focuses on mandatory de-escalation training in the state of Texas for police 
officers. We also recognize that SB 1849 is not enough to protect Black women. Therefore, there 
is a need for more policies and laws at the national and local levels to protect the rights of Black 
women from law enforcement agencies and police departments. States and law enforcement 
agencies must be penalized for not following the law.  

 
3. DST recognizes that additional or altering police training alone is not enough to protect Black 

women. There must be an increase in police accountability for the response of law enforcement 
violence against Black women and their communities. Accountability should include penalties and 
disincentives around the use of excessive force by police officers. 

 
4. DST supports the need for databases that collect and disaggregate data by both race and gender. 

There are currently a few databases that are collecting police data like Fatal Encounters (FE) and 
Mapping Police Violence. These databases are not currently disaggregating data by gender. 

 
Conclusion  
 
The deaths of Black women at the hands of the state have far reaching negative effects on people closest to 
them. In many cases the effects include physical, mental, financial, emotional and social impacts. There is 



evidence that demonstrates the impact of the physical and psychological health consequences from chronic 
stress of systemic racism.  
Research suggests that police violence should be treated as a public health issue. It has been documented 
that police violence has similar impacts on public health as does meningitis and maternal deaths, but most 
grant funding focuses on preventing health issues, and excludes the prevention of police violence (Mohdin, 
2018). Police violence on Black women can have detrimental outcomes on the wellbeing of their families, 
friends, and communities.  
 
Weeks after Atatiana Jefferson’s violent death, her father, Marquis Jefferson, passed away from a heart 
attack. Members of the Jefferson family believe Mr. Jefferson died of a broken heart. Atatiana’s mother, 
Yolanda Carr, passed away four months after her daughter’s death. Ms. Carr was ill prior to her daughter’s 
death. The death of both Atatiana’s mother and father may speak to the genocide that Black Americans face 
in the United States stemming from police violence. Many of the mothers and sisters who have lost their 
daughters and siblings to police violence have reported they have experienced depression, post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), loss of jobs and financial security, loss of home, and divorce. Currently, this 
information has yet to be published. This data will add to the gap in peer reviewed research around police 
violence and the negative impact on Black women’s mental and physical health.  
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