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Public Education-The Fight, The Funding and The Future  
 

Procuring Public Education 

Ever since children crossed the threshold of the schoolhouse of the Boston Latin School in 
1638, America, its families and the federal government have had a difficult and resilient, yet 
complex and promising relationship. 
From the historical low of Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896 to the landmark high of the 1954 Brown vs 
Board of Education case, judicial action illustrates that the role of government in public 
education has been both obstructive and corrective.  Governmental involvement, from local to 
federal, has been necessary in the pursuit of successfully educating all children, especially 
African Americans and other students of color.  The rate at which needed changes have been 
made ranged from snail pace to compliant cruising, thus requiring ongoing Congressional 
intervention, support and guidance. 
After the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Congress passed the Equal Educational Opportunities Act 
(EEOA) of 1974 which prohibited discrimination and racial segregation of students, and required 
school districts to ensure equal access to all students.   Congress went on to pass the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
guaranteeing specifically defined protections for those students with disabilities.  As recently as 
1982, the federal Plyler v. Doe case ruled public schools were prohibited from denying 
immigrant students access to a public education. Under the Supreme court ruling, 
undocumented children must be afforded the same right to a free public education as U.S. 
citizens and permanent residents. Even after many Congressional acts and court rulings, we still 
find ourselves in a constant fight to protect, promote and provide excellent public education for 
America’s children.  
Protecting Public Education 
Today’s public schools face a new era of Plessys, Browns, and Plylers. More than 50 million 
children face uncertain and everchanging threats to their education. These threats range from 
teacher shortages, state mandated tests, ominous Academic Stress Commissions and school 
take over initiatives, to growing but unchecked school voucher programs, crumbling buildings 
and unfunded mandates. These challenges result inequitable access to high quality instruction 
and an education system where students are not given an equal opportunity to reach their 
potential. The increasing high expectation based on test result and political leanings coupled 
with lower budgets, personnel, career morale and community support has kept public education 
in the line of fire. Yet thousands of students thrive despite these obstacles. With the right 
support, policy provisions and resources, and accurate counts on the 2020 Census, more 
students can be academically, social and financially prepared to achieve the American dream. 

 
Providing Public Education 
There are numerous opportunities for Congress to protect, promote and provide for public 
education in America by supporting legislation for our most vulnerable and underserved 
populations. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discrimination
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Census 2020 will determine the distribution of critical resources for the next 10 years and 
impact millions of children for a lifetime. Census data provides a roadmap for the equitable 
distribution of funds (Title 1, Special Ed, Head Start, etc.) and helps communities plan for school 
buildings, health facilities and public services.  Public schools nationwide are critically 
dependent on the data to plan and prepare for the next generation of students from kindergarten 
through high school graduation. 
In 2019 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. was one of fifty-seven civil rights and educational 
organizations that signed on to the “Civil Rights Principles for Safe, Healthy, and Inclusive 
School Climates”.  This initiative was sponsored by the Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights Education Coalition.  We urge policymakers to endorse, fund, legislate, and 
support this initiative. We believe proposed changes in this initiative will prevent the further 
disenfranchisement and criminalization of historically marginalized students including students 
of color, students with disabilities, LGBTQ youth, religious minorities, sexual assault survivors, 
and immigrant students.  We believe” Every student no matter who they are, the color of their 
skin, or their disability status deserves to learn in a school climate that protects and promotes 
their safety and rights.”  

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated – Call to Action  
We want Congress to support public education by passing legislation that increases access to 
high quality education; strengthens and supports the pipeline of new teachers into public 
schools; creates safe and inclusive environments that include 21st century buildings; and 
bridges the technological divide.   

Legislative Meeting Questions 

Do you believe that well-funded public education is the right of all children in America? 

Are you willing to propose legislation that will assure these rights? 

Will you support legislation that supports funding of public schools? 
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